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Gas Wells
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Well#/Permit | Surface Well Name |Coordinates |Producing/ |Casing Sz./
Owner Plugged Depth
20003 | Valagorsky |Smolukas N41*04.507 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78*44.094
23636 |Hoffer Burgharts#3 |N41*04.522 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78*43.853
Hoffer#2
23635 | Tagala Nelson#5 N41*04.699 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78*43.980
20535|Tagala Nelson N41*04.847 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78*44.079
23648 | Kerfoot King#2 N41*05.080 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78*44.049
20579 | Wells H.Delp N41*05.118 |Producing |8.5”Shallow
W78%44.267
7Not labeled |Wells H.Delp N41*05.253 |Plugged ?Buried
W78%44.285 Casing
23675 | Williams Williams#1 |N41*05.616 [Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78%44.122
21846|Vida Nelson#673 |N41*04.773 |Capped 12 1/4”Deep
W78%44.305
Vida
20647 Garman Reig N41*05.40 | Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78%44.52
23650 |Baker Salem Unit#6 |[N41*04.589 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78%44.383
20542 |Bush Bush N41*05.520 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78%44.850
20496 |Rowles Lindel N41*04.350 |Producing 8.5”Shallow
W78%45.120
20319|Ayle Rishel N41*04.306 |Producing |6.5”Shallow
W78%45.323
20553 | Mennitti DuBois N41*04.870 {Producing 8.5”Shallow
Deposit W78%44.520
20325 Bnan/Keith [Potter-drilled {N41*04.662 |Plugged ?Buried
Wells into fault W78%44.748 Casing
20527| Wells Potter N41*04.592 |Producing 8.5”Shallow

W78%44.662




20327 |Buell Potter N41*04.696 |Producing 14 3/4”Deep
W78%44.902
20597| Zelman Producing 8.5”’Shallow
20341 |Stuart Unknown N41%05.142 |Plugged ?Unknown
W78*%45.087
20333 | Atkinson Ginter N41*05.160 |Producing 14 3/4”Deep
W78*44.830
20626 | Atkinson Unknown N41*05.140 |Plugged 8.5”’Shallow
W78*44.720
Not labeled |IGM Carbon |Unknown N41*04.793 |Producing 14 3/4”Deep
W78*45.428

Lines
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Plugging Costs
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4Na 4 LU Perceril uuw it pay et 1ur
a month can equal a credit card

s—shedacharged more than 100 per-

cent interest, U.S. Sen. Charles
Schumer said Sunday.

Uuulpa.reu_ TO Tle anirazl rates o
most credit cards.

He said if stores don't better
present the cost of layaway pur-
chases, he will ask the Federal

feesiare alréa_dy clear, a m#jor re-
tail association says.

“Tt is a leap to suggest that $5
on a $100 purchase is twice the

to buy an‘{gerhx_l-
the flexibility tc
without accum

Taxpayers could || =
get stuck paying 1
for old gas wells

requirements, while higher
than those now in place, would
eventually have dire economic
and environmental conse-
quences for the state, similar to

PITTSBURGH (AP) —
Plugging an abandoned Mar-
cellus Shale gas well in Penn-
sylvania could cost $100,000 or
more, and well bonding chang-

[l /¥~ 200/

Cour/ER

es proposed by the Corbett ad-
ministration could stick tax-
payers with almost all of that
bill, according to a study from
Carnegie Mellon University.
The CMU study found that
the new Marcellus gas well
bonding fees, recommended by
Corbett’s Marcellus Shale Ad-
visory Commission and now
under consideration in the
Republican-controlled  Legis-
lature, would require drilling
companies to cover onlya frac-
tion of the costs of plugging
and decommissioning old, non-
producing and abandoned gas

those caused by the inadequate
bonds required of the early
coal, oil and shallow gas in-
dustries, the study said. It will
appear in the journal Environ-
mental Science & Technology
and has been published online.

Neither the existing $2,500
per well bonding requirement
nor the proposed increase
to $10,000 per well are high
enough to make gas drill-
ing companies clean up after
themselves or-cover the costs of
plugging and decommissioning
a well, said Austin Mitchell, a
docteral student in the Depart-

wells.
The propose

new bonding

Steelers win

Pittsburgh Steelers defen-
sive end Ziggy Hood cel-
ebrates after cornerback
William Gay intercepted a
pass against the Cincinnati
Bengals. Pittsburgh won,
24-17. B Page Bi

Tuesdav weather

1

ment of Engineering and Pub-
See WELLS, Page AS

Man killed

in tree

accident

CLAYSVILLE (AP) - The
Washington County coroner says
a Claysville man died after a tree
fell on him while he was cutting it.

Coroner S. Timothy Warco said
that 62-year-old Charles Velton
Begley died shortly before noon
Sunday in woods behind his home.

Begley was cutting the tree
when it broke and pinned him
down.

DANCING TREES — Owensboro public works departm

left, Mike Turner, Emily Wilkerson and Chuck Johnson, «
to one of eight ‘dancing trees’ at Legion Park in Owensl
part of preparations for Holiday in the Park which officiall
a lighting ceremony. ‘There’s probably close to 100,000 |

now,’ Johnson said. (AP Photo)

Problems persist with Medicar

MIAMI (AP) — Contractors paid
tens of millions of taxpayer dol-
lars to detect fraudulent Medicare
claims are using inaccurate and
inconsistent data that makes it ex-
tremely difficult to catch bogus bills
submitted by crooks, according to an
inspector general’s report.

L T T P

by federal health officials to ade-

quately supervise them.
Investigators found that health

officials did not consistently evalu-

ate key measures such as how many '

investigations were initiated by con-
tractors. Investigators examined
two contractors in charge of fraud

Tod vt 3 B~ e arnd Tovaa A1

problems. In 200
CGeneral Michael
that the Center:
Medicaid Service:
ing a good job of 1
accountable.
“The issues Vv
been problematic
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United States General Accounting Office

GAO

Report to the Honorable Lynn C.
Woolsey, House of Representatives

June 2003

DEEP INJECTION
WELLS

EPA Needs to Involve
Communities Earlier
and Ensure That
Financial Assurance
Requirements Are
Adequate



A GAO

Accountability-Integrity Rellability

Highlights

lighlights of GAO-03-761, a report to
(he Honorable Lynn C. Woolsey, House of
Representatives

Why GAO Did This Study

Billions of gallons of hazardous
liquid waste are injected into
underground wells each year.
These Class I hazardous deep
injection wells are designed to
inject waste into an area below the
lowermost underground source of
drinking water. EPA and the states
grant permits to commercial
operators to construct and operate
these wells and must obtain public
comments on the permits.
Communities often raise concerns
about well safety and other
matters. GAO examined the extent
to which EPA and the states

(1) address these community
concerns, (2) consider
environmental justice issues, and
(3) ensure that financial assurances
sdequately protect the taxpayer if
sankruptcy occurs. GAO, among
other things, examined the permit
process in the four states that have
commercial Class I wells.

What GAO Recommends

GAO recommends that EPA

» involve the public earlier in the
permitting process to allow
more time for community
concerns to be addressed; and

o  determine if the program’s
financial assurance
requirements need to be
strengthened.

EPA did not agree with GAO’s
recommendations and stated that
(1) public involvement is limited
by program regulations and (2)
financial assurance requirements
are not deficient. GAO maintains
the recommendations are sound.

www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt? GAO-03-761.

To view the full product, including the scope
and methodology, click on the link above.
For more information, contact John B.
Stephenson at (202) 512-3841 or
stephensonj@gao.gov.

DEEP INJECTION WELLS

EPA Needs to Involve Communities
Earlier and Ensure That Financial
Assurance Requirements Are Adequate

What GAO Found

Although EPA provides opportunities for public comment on proposed
commercial Class I deep injection wells as required by regulations, these
opportunities come late in the process, after a draft permit has been
prepared and this timing may limit the extent to which concerns are
addressed. EPA responds to all public comments, but it cannot deny a
permit on the basis of community concerns if all regulatory requirements
for protecting drinking water are met. However, earlier involvement could
give communities more time to contact appropriate state or local officials
to address concerns that are not within the scope of EPA's authority. In
Michigan, where EPA issues injection well permits, communities believe that
their concerns are often not fully resolved; in some instances, communities
have filed legal actions and complaints to prevent well construction. In
contrast, the three states to which EPA has authorized responsibility for
issuing permits have enacted requirements for earlier and more public
involvement. Overall, they believe that early involvement better addresses
community concerns, mitigates controversial issues, and avoids litigation.

EPA addresses environmental justice issues in two basic ways—first, as
part of its process for deciding whether to issue a permit for well
construction, and second, in response to specific civil rights complaints
filed with the agency after permits are issued. EPA encourages its regional
offices issuing construction permits to determine if minority and low-income
populations are disproportionately affected by a proposed well’s location.
Individuals and communities may appeal EPA permit decisions with EPA’s
Environmental Appeals Board or, for other permit decisions, file complaints
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act with EPA’s Office of Civil Rights. Only
one community has filed complaints related to deep injection wells; these
complaints did not result in changes to the permit decisions. Court decisions
have recently limited the basis for filing Title VI cormplaints, making the
process an unlikely avenue for changing pernit decisions.

Current financial assurance requirements may not ensure that adequate
resources are available to close a commercial deep injection well in the
event of bankruptcy or ceased operations. While only four sites have gone
into bankruptcy or ceased operating since the program began in 1980; two
did not have adequate financial resources to plug and abandon wells and for
the other two, financial assurance was not tested because other companies
purchased and continued operating the wells. EPA has questioned the
adequacy of some financial assurance requirements in other programs

that are similar to those for Class [ deep injection wells. EPA’s Office of
Inspector General has reported that financial assurance requirements for
another waste management program, which the requirements for deep
injection wells mirror, may not be adequate to close facilities; an EPA
working group is also reviewing similar aspects of financial assurance
requirements for a different type of injection well for possible changes.

United States General Accounting Office
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Halliburtoon Loophole



Energy Policy Act of 2005---“Halliburton Loophole”
Designation of Frack Flowback as Non-Hazardous Waste

If frack fllowback wasn't designated as non-hazardous waste, it would have to be injected into a
Class | injection well instead of a Class Il injection well. The Area of Review for a Class | injection
well is 2 miles, whereas the Area of Review for a Class Il injection well is 1/4 mile. (See caption below
picture.)

Identification and Listing of Hazardous Waste
40 CFR §261.4(b): Exclusions: Solid Wastes which are Not Hazardous Wastes.
§261.4(b)(5) Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Wastes (Bentsen Amendment)

(5) Drilling fluids, produced waters, and other wastes associated
with the exploration, development, or production of crude oil,
natural gas or geothermal energy.

Bentsen Amendment explained:

Wastes generated during the exploration, development, and production of crude oil, natural gas, and
geothermal energy are categorized by EPA as "special wastes" and are exempt from federal hazardous waste
regulations under Subtitle C of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).

In addition, the Area of Review, an area with a minimum two-mile radius around
the injection well, is checked for arlificial penetrations, such as open or
improperly plugged old abandoned wells.

This 2-mile circle is the Area of Review for Class 1 injection wells.
This picture is from “New Class | Well Animation”

http://water.epa.gov/type/groundwater/uic/wells_class1.cfm




Definitive Boundaries



